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T H E DE MON I AC OF T H E G A DA R EN ES IS R ESTOR ED 
MarK 5:1–20
MATTHEW 8:28–34; LUKE 8:26–36
Although, according to Matthew 8:28, there were two demoniacs, Mark 
and Luke focus attention upon the fiercer, more fiendish and vociferous 
of the two. The scribes had firmly concluded that Jesus had no power of 
Himself to cast out demons without the connivance and help of the prince 
of demons. Yet, in the instance of the “demonized” Gadarene, He dispersed 
a whole army division of unclean spirits, a legion, up to 6,000 in number.

T H E FI R ST OF FI V E W I T H DR AWA LS 
MarK 4:35–5:1
Quiet reigned after Jesus had calmed the storm at sea as well as the 
frenzy within the hearts of the disciples. They landed safely on the other 
side in the country of the Gerasenes (“Gadarenes” in Matthew 8:28), 
southeast of the Sea of Galilee and east of the Jordan River. That country 
extended all the way from Damascus to what is today the capital city 
of Jordan, Amman. The region was also referred to as Decapolis (Greek 
“DEKA” – “ten” and “POLIS” – “city”). Decapolis was a loose federation 
of at least ten cities, “which were centers of Greek culture, most of them 
lying to the east of the Jordan.” Franzmann.
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T H E DE MON I AC OF G A DA R A 
MarK 5:2–5
The atmospheric calm was shattered by 
the hellish cries of the demoniac, who had 
seen Jesus afar off, and who now ran to 
meet Him and bowed down before Him 
(5:6). It’s possible the demoniac had noted 
the storm and the sudden serenity which 
followed — as the Pulpit Commentary 
ventures to conjecture. When he spied the 
ship in the distance heading towards the 
shore, he dashed out of the limestone cave, 
his temporary dwelling, and “immediately” 
confronted Jesus.

This poor, afflicted mortal had been demon-
possessed. “For a long time he had worn no 
clothes, and he had not lived in a house but 
among the tombs” (Luke 8:27b). Sometimes 
he roamed the wilderness, driven by the 
demons; at other times, he wandered 
“among the tombs and on the mountains he 
was always crying out and cutting himself 
with stones” (Mark 5:5). He was “so fierce 
that no one could pass that way” (Matt. 
8:28). He was a threat to human life. Men 
tried to shackle him, but “no man could 
bind him,” for he had been often bound with 
chains, fetters, and had broken them to 
pieces. No one had the strength to subdue 
him (5:3b–4).

A LEGION OF DE MONS IS 
DR I V EN O U T OF H I M 
MarK 5:6–10
The demoniac’s custom, no doubt, was to 
run after people with ill-concealed rage, but 
when he saw Jesus, he ran with reverence. 
He must have felt that here was a man 
worthy of recognition as Sovereign over “the 
rulers of the darkness of this world” (Eph. 
6:12 KJV). “He ran and fell down before 
him” (Mark 5:6), and he shouted at the top 
of his voice, “What have you to do with me, 
Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I adjure 
you by God, do not torment me.” For Jesus 
was already saying to him, “Come out of the 
man, you unclean spirit” (Mark 5:7–8).

Jesus asked him his name. He replied, 
“Legion, for we are many” (5:9). “Legion” 
indicated the largest Roman army division 
numbering as high as 6,000. As so often in 
Scripture, numbers are understood in round 
figures. That’s how Jesus also used the 
word “legion,” saying, “Do you think that I 
cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at 
once send me more than twelve legions of 
angels?” (Matt. 26:53).

The demoniac’s custom, no doubt, was to run after 
people with ill-concealed rage, but when he saw 

Jesus, he ran with reverence. 
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T H E “LEGION ” EN T ER A B O U T 2,000 SW I N E 
MarK 5:11–13
The commander of the legion of demons begged Jesus not to 
send them out of the area. Now there was in that territory a great 
herd of swine. The Lord gave the demons permission to enter the 
almost two thousand pigs. The herd stampeded and rushed down 
the hillside into the lake and drowned.

JESUS IS A SK ED TO LE AV E 
MarK 5:14–17
The herdsmen made haste to spread abroad, both in city and 
country, what had happened. Just about everybody turned out and 
hurried to the place where the demoniac had countless numbers 
of unclean spirits driven out. As the people came near, they saw 
the man sitting serenely, properly attired, and in his right mind. 
No longer was he depersonalized but in perfect control of his 
thoughts, speech, will, and emotions. The people were afraid for 
there was no way of telling what this Jesus might do next. He was 
too extraordinary to fit in with the familiar; they felt uneasy in His 
presence. He was mystifying, this man who had stilled the tempest 
and vanquished the furies inside the former demoniac. So they 
begged Jesus to leave their precinct.

He was too extraordinary to fit in with the 
familiar; they felt uneasy in His presence. 

He was mystifying, this man who had 
stilled the tempest and vanquished the 

furies inside the former demoniac. So they 
begged Jesus to leave their precinct.
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MISSIONA RY TO T H E DEC A P OLIS 
MarK 5:18–20
Jesus acceded to their petitions to leave, and 
entered the ship. The restored man followed. He 
wanted to be near the Source of his cure, in case 
the unhallowed spirits returned to repossess 
and rile him. But Jesus had a greater and more 
telling job for him to do, to serve as a missionary 
to his family and friends. This was an unusual 
assignment. Previously, the Lord’s instructions 
to those He had healed were: “See that you say 
nothing to anyone” (1:44). But, in this instance, 
Jesus said, “Go home to your friends and tell them 
how much the Lord has done for you, and how he 
has had mercy on you” (5:19).

This first missionary was so enthusiastically 
grateful that he did not limit his public relation 
activities to his own family and friends, but “began 
to proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had 
done for him, and everyone marveled” (5:20).

T WO SEPA R AT E Y ET 
I N T E RT W I N ED STOR I ES:
The First Story: The raising of the daughter of 
Jairus (5:21–24, 35–43), a young girl of 12 years. A 
miracle by Jesus overcame death.

The Second Story: The healing of the woman 
with a hemorrhage (5:25–34). This woman had a 
chronic disease of 12 years, an affliction beyond 
medical skill. She was at long last cured as Jesus 
performed yet another miracle.

Looking back, we have seen two sets of 
supernatural power on display: Christ’s 
omnipotence over nature in stilling the wind 
and waves (4:39), and His power over the realm 
of darkness in casting out demons (5:8). In the 
following narrative, we see Him as One Who could 
cure a persistent malady and lord it over death.

JESUS R ET U R N ED FROM 
G A DA R A TO C A PER N AU M 
MarK 5:21
“And getting into a boat he crossed over and came 
to his own city” (Matt. 9:1), i.e., Capernaum, home 
base of His Galilean operations. “Now when Jesus 
returned, the crowd welcomed him, for they were 
all waiting for him” (5:21; Luke 8:40).

Among those who were hopefully stirred to seek His 
help were two in particular: Jairus, whose daughter 
was deathly sick, and a woman with a chronic case 
of bleeding.

JA I RUS T U R NS TO JESUS FOR H ELP 
MarK 5:22–24
The daughter of Jairus was grievously ill. To 
witness the suffering of a child is one of life’s most 
piercing pains. Perhaps he said to his wife, “While 
you stay close by her bedside, I’ll search out Jesus, 
the wonder-working prophet of Galilee. I sincerely 
believe He is the answer to our prayers.”

He located Jesus in the midst of a heavy throng. 
He fell at His feet as a suppliant and entreated Him 
to lay His healing hands upon her. His faith was so 
strong that he was sure “she may be made well and 
live” (5:23b). A mere touch was sufficient to effect 
a cure, he believed. Unhesitatingly, Jesus went with 
him, accompanied by a crowd that thronged about 
Him on the way (5:24).

A N I N T ER RU P T ION BY A WOM A N 
W I T H A H E MOR R H AGE 
MarK 5:25–34
The procession came to a temporary halt when a 
woman who had been troubled for twelve years 
with hemorrhages, was bold to touch His clothes. 
During those dozen years, she had consulted 
many doctors and spent all she had, but was not 
better, but rather grew worse. She came secretly 
(“behind Him in the crowd”) because she knew 
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her condition rendered her ceremonially 
unclean (see Lev. 15:25). She also came 
with a strong faith, saying to herself, 
“If I touch even his garments, I will be 
made well.” Her faith was not misplaced. 
The hemorrhage stopped immediately 
(5:25–29).

Jesus, at once perceiving that power 
had gone out of Him, turned His eyes 
upon the crowd and asked, “Who 
touched my garments?” The disciples, 
in essence, responded, “Lord, how can 
you ask a question like that? Surely, any 
number in this crowd must have brushed 
up against you. How can you ask, ‘Who 
touched my clothes?’”

Jesus let His eyes roam over the 
gathering and then focused them upon a 
certain woman. She knew she had been 
singled out and promptly and honestly 
made her confession, for she was aware 
she had been healed. She “came in fear 
and trembling and fell down before him 
and told him the whole truth.” Jesus 
compassionately answered her, and 
commended her for her faith, saying, 
“Daughter, your faith has made you 
well; go in peace, and be healed of your 
disease” (5:32–34).

T H E R A ISI NG OF T H E 
DAUGH T ER OF JA I RUS 
MarK 5:35–43
No sooner had Jesus commended the 
cured woman for her faith and told her 
to go in peace, when messengers arrived 
from the house of Jairus with the sad 

message, “Your daughter is dead,” and 
added, “Why trouble the Teacher any 
further?” Jesus ignored the report and 
told Jairus, “Do not fear, only believe” 
(5:35–36).

Jesus allowed no one of the crowd to 
accompany Him as He walked toward 
the house of Jairus except His three 
close disciples: Peter, James, and 
John (5:37). Naturally, the father of the 
maiden was with Him. The mother? She 
was at home with her child who was 
now wrapped in the dreamless slumber 
of death. 

When the five of them arrived at the 
house, Jesus was displeased with what 
He saw and heard. Weeping and wailing 
neighbors and friends were carrying 
on unrestrainedly. Inside the house, 
where professional mourning women 
and hired flutists for the dead (Matt. 
9:23) added to the din, things were even 
worse. Jesus said to them, “Why are 
you making a commotion and weeping? 
The child is not dead but sleeping” 
(5:38–39).

But they knew better. Some of them, 
most likely, had witnessed the 
worsening of her condition, then saw 
her death struggle, heard the death 
rattle, and gazed at those open, 
sightless eyes. They knew the firm and 
fixed sleep of death. So they laughed at 
Him in derision. He commanded them 
to leave at once. Then He, together 
with the father and the mother of the 
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damsel, plus His three disciples, went 
into the room where the girl lay. The five 
of them stood around her bed like funeral 
tapers, while Jesus prepared to call her 
from death to life (5:40).

Jesus took her by the hand, not dreading 
ceremonial defilement, and said to her, 
Talitha cumi (Mark had his Gentile readers 
in mind who were unacquainted with the 
Aramaic phrase, so he added) “which 
means, ‘Little girl, I say to you, arise.’” And 
immediately she got up, and walked, for 
she was twelve years of age. They were 
filled with amazement at the power Christ 
displayed over death (5:41–42).

The Lord gave them explicit instruction not 
to tell anyone what he had done. This pre-
eminent miracle was the first of its kind, to 
be followed by the raising of the widow’s 
son at Nain (Luke 7:11–17), and the 
raising of Lazarus whose body had already 
undergone putrefaction (John 11:39–44). 
In the latter instance, we note that this 
miracle had a double effect: “Many of the 
Jews therefore, who had come with Mary 
and had seen what he did, believed in him, 
but some of them went to the Pharisees, 
and told them what Jesus had done. So the 
chief priests and the Pharisees gathered 
the Council and said, ‘What are we to do? 
For this man performs many signs.’”

The chief task of Jesus was not performing 
wonders, but “proclaiming the gospel of 
God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and 
the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and 
believe in the gospel’” (1:14b–15).

Moreover, opposition was mounting. Jesus 
wished to forestall sudden belligerent 
action against His Messianic program, so 
He told them not to advertise His miracle of 
power (5:43a).

Furthermore, it was not unusual for Him to 
restrict displays of His deity to a few. In the 
case of the miracle in the house of Jairus, 
only five were permitted to witness it. In 
the case of His transfiguration, only three: 
Peter, James, and John (9:2). Likewise, in 
the depth of His suffering in Gethsemane, 
only three (14:32–33).

CONCLUSION OF T H E STORY 
MarK 5:43B
During her illness, which was “at the point 
of death” (5:23), the child did not eat. Now 
she had regained wholeness of health. 
She needed nourishment. Thoughtfully and 
compassionately, the Lord remembered this 
and acted upon it. He told them to “give her 
something to eat.”

The chief task of Jesus was not performing wonders, 
but “proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying, 
‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is 

at hand; repent and believe in the gospel’”
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PER SONA L A PPLIC AT ION 
MarK 6:1–29

Almighty God, have mercy upon me, and forgive me all my sins, and strengthen me in all 
goodness, through Your only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, my Savior and Lord. Amen.

Mark 6:1–6
1. Jesus returned to His home town of Nazareth. What two things about Him amazed the townsfolk?

2. Why did they feel He should not be regarded as being far above their own level in know-how and 
accomplishment?

3. How was this attitude expressed in a proverbial saying of that day?

4. Because of their adamant unbelief, Jesus refused to perform any miracles in their presence. A few sick 
people, however, were receptive and believed in Him. How did He deal with them?

Mark 6:7–13
5. Though Jesus went “among the villages teaching,” He needed help if more people were to be reached with 

the message, “the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matt. 10:7). Whom did He commission as His personal 
emissaries?

6. What special power did He give them so that they could prove their message was true?

7. What were the disciples allowed to take along on their journey?

8.  How were the disciples permitted to react toward those who rejected them as missionaries for Christ? (See 
also Matt. 7:6)

9.  How do you equate the following references with your efforts to witness to others? (1 Peter 3:15; John 
1:12–13; Eph. 2:8–9)

Mark 6:14–20 
10. With whom did King Herod identify Jesus? (vv. 14 & 16)

ErWin Kurth 39

6M A R K  6 : 1 – 2 9



 With whom did the people identify Him?

11. Four Herods are mentioned in the Bible. What events are associated with Herod the Great (governor of 
Judea 47 BC and king of the Jews 37 BC until shortly after the birth of Christ)?

 Matthew 2:1–2

 Matthew 2:16

12. The Herod mentioned in these verses is Herod Antipas, one of the sons of Herod the Great. To whom was 
Herod Antipas married?

13. Why did Herodias have a grudge against John?

14. What was Herod’s attitude toward John the Baptist?

Mark 6:21–29
15. After Herod Antipas incarcerated John the Baptist, how did Herodias succeed in having John decapitated?

16. Why didn’t Herod break the sweeping promise (6:23) he made to Salome, daughter of Herodias? 

17. In verse 6:29, we are told that the disciples gave John’s body an honorable burial. Do you think these were 
disciples of John or of Jesus? Why?

18. How would you answer the question, “How could it be that a man, as loyal to Jesus as John was, should 
suffer such an ignominious (disgraceful/contemptible) death?”

19. Can you identify a situation from your life where bad things have happened to good people?

20. What comfort does the Christian have in a similar situation? (Rom. 8:28–39; 2 Cor. 4:13–14)WW
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